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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Law op Railroad Rate Regulation, With special 
Reference to American Legislation. By Joseph Henry 
Beale, Jr., Bussey Professor of Law in Harvard Univer- 
sity, and Bruce Wyman, Assistant Professor of Law in 
Harvard University, pp. lii., 1285. Boston: William J. 
Nagel. 1906. 

This volume is divided into three parts. The first, which 
takes up about three hundred pages, deals with the principles 
governing railroad service. In it the authors show the history 
of the law as to public service and concerning suspension of 
service and excuses for refusal to carry. The second part, 
which covers five hundred pages, deals with the regulation 
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of rates in accordance with common-law principles. It treats 
of the reasonableness of schedules as entireties and the reason- 
ableness of particular rates, of discrimination in service, 
and undue preference in service. Each of these topics is 
examined in minute detail. Thus, in discussing the factors 
which determine the validity of maximum rates, the authors 
devote a niunber of sections to each of such factors as the 
value of the road, the expenditures which may be properly 
classed as operating expenses, and the rate of return to which 
the carrier is entitled. The third part takes up three hundred 
pages in the consideration of the interstate commerce acts, 
and the decisions under them, and the various State statutes 
upon railroad rates. Then follow thirty pages of discussion 
of the principles determining the validity of statutes. Some 
of which principles are discussed at much greater length in 
the second part of the book. Appendices give the rules of 
practice, and the forms in proceedings before the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

The book will unquestionably be welcomed by all who are 
interested in railroad law. The references in the older text- 
books to the problems involved in the regulation of railroad 
rates are so entirely inadequate that any tolerable presenta- 
tion of the law upon the subject must prove useful. On the 
whole, the statements of law in this volume fully meet that 
test. The authors have referred not only to State and Federal 
Reports, but also to those of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, and they have gathered together a large amount of 
valuable material. 

The book, however, must be used with caution. It is clear 
that it has been hastily prepared. Professor Beale has offered 
two other text-books to the profession within the past two 
years, and it requires but an occasional dip into the pages 
before us to discern that the defects are more than typograph- 
ical. The authors in quite a number of places ignore leading 
decisions, even those of the United States Supreme Court. 
In one instance, instead of referring to a very recent decision 
of that court they cite merely a case in the Queensland Law 
Journal. In another instance they quote an opinion from 
one of the early volumes of The Federal Reporter and omit 
reference to later cases which are inconsistent with it. Then 
again, they class with decisions under the impairment of 
contract clause of the Constitution decisions which could not 
possibly have been rendered under that clause. Moreover, 
there is frequently a lack of condensation, which itself is 
often a symptom of worse defects. 

But enough fault has been found already. The authors 
have published their book at a time when it is most needed . 
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In so doing they have lightened the work of lawyers who 
must handle such problems, and it would ill become any one 
to dwell unduly upon defects which are inevitable in the 
case of hasty workmanship. 

R. P. R. 



A Digest of the Bankruptcy Decisions under the Na- 
tional Bankruptcy Act of 1898, Reported in the 
American Bankruptcy Reports, Volumes i to 14 in- 
clusive (1898-1906). By Melvin T. Bender and Harold 
J. Hinman, of the Albany (N. Y.) Bar. Pp. 560. Albany, 
N. Y. Matthew Bender & Company. 1906. 
The American Bar will undoubtedly be pleased to hear 
that through the efforts of Mr. Bender and Mr. Hinman they 
may now possess a satisfactory digest of the decisions reported 
in the American Bankruptcy Reports. The examination of 
the separate indexes of all the volumes is exceedingly cumber- 
some and inconvenient. The work involved in the prepara- 
tion of such a digest is one of considerable magnitude, and 
this appears to have been done most thoroughly and care- 
fully. 

The authors have divided the subject under the usual 
headings and arranged them in alphabetical order. Under 
each heading are cross references to other headings related 
to it. Also under each heading is an index of sections and 
their contents. It is therefore extremely easy to turn at 
once almost to the point in question. The text in the sections 
contains a short digest of the part or parts of the Bankruptcy 
Act relating to it and the interpretation of it by the Courts, 
citing the names of the cases, jurisdictions in which found, 
and where reported in the American Bankruptcy Reports. 
The book contains a very convenient and valuable table 
of sections of the Bankruptcy Act of 1898, with direct cita- 
tions to the decisions under them, so that knowing the sec- 
tions of the Act in issue, all decisions bearing on it are col- 
lected at hand. There is also a table of cases reported. 

The digest is both a good exposition of the Bankruptcy 
Act and an index to decisions, and should be of great value 
to lawyer and student. 

H. P. E. 



The Constitutional History of New York. In 5 Volumes. 

By Charles J. Lincoln. Lawyers' Cooperative Pub. Co., 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Mr. Lincoln may well say that his studies have covered a 
wide field, and the five volumes in which the result of these 



